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THE
ART OF JJOOHHNN LLEENNNNOONN

PRESENTED BY YOKO ONO

An exhibition and sale of
lithographs & serigraphs

FINAL DAY!
Free to the Public

Sunday 10am-6pm

(Level Two, near AMC Tickets)
8687 N. Central Expressway • Dallas

1-800-477-5630 • www.lennonart.com

ANGELIKA
FILM CENTER
Dallas 214-841-4700

AMC
FIREWHEEL 18
Garland 888-AMC-4FUN

CINEMARK
WEST PLANO
Plano 800-FANDANGO (1162)

SOUNDTRACK AVAILABLE ON RELATIVITY MUSIC GROUP FEATURING “THE KEEPER” BY CHRIS CORNELL

EXPERIENCE THE FILM THAT
BROUGHT AUDIENCES TO THEIR FEET

“An incredible and
inspiring story of
redemption and
determination.”

– Pete Hammond,
BOXOFFICE MAGAZINE

“Gerard Butler
gives a fantastic

performance.”
– Dave McGinn,

THE GLOBE AND MAIL

CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR SHOWTIMES • NO PASSES ACCEPTED

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS NOW PLAYING

Peter Van Buren is a long-
time foreign service officer; he
has traveled the world serving
the citizenry of the United
States overseas. Two years ago,
the U.S. State Department
assigned him to Iraq, expect-
ing that he would help figure
out how to rebuild the war-

torn nation’s
water and
sewer infra-
structure
while U.S.
troops tried to
pacify violent
rebels. 

Van Buren quickly grasped
the irony of being assigned to
rebuild systems pretty much
destroyed by invading U.S.
troops in the first place, but no
matter — he wanted to think
of himself as a loyal civil ser-
vant. So he began his assign-
ment on what was called a
Provincial Reconstruction
Team feeling hopeful that he
could help Iraqis improve
their lives and eventually show
gratitude to the Americans
flown over to import democra-
cy.

Although not previously a

professional writer, Van Buren
writes superbly. Every page of
his presumably true memoir is
laugh-out-loud funny — fun-
ny, that is, if readers don’t
mind guffawing at expensive
so-called expert consultants
who had never been to Iraq
and did not speak the local

language, military command-
ers who issued idiotic orders
almost without exception and
the waste of billions of U.S.
taxpayer dollars annually. 

“We lacked a lot of things
in Iraq — flush toilets, fresh
vegetables, the comfort of
family members nearby, and
of course adult supervision,
strategic guidance and com-
mon sense … ,” he writes. “The
one thing we did not lack was
money. There was money
everywhere. A soldier recalled
unloading pallets of new U.S.
hundred-dollar bills, millions
of dollars flushing out of the
belly of a C-130 cargo aircraft
to be picked up off the runway
by forklifts, operated by sol-
diers who would make less in
their lifetimes than what was
on their skids at that moment.
You couldn’t walk around a
corner without stumbling
over bales of money; the place
was lousy with it.

“In my 23 years working
for the State Department, we
never had enough money. We
were always being told to ‘do
more with less,’ as if slogans
were cash. Now there was
literally more money than we
could spend. It was weird.

We’d be watching the news
from home about foreclo-
sures, and I’d be reading
emails from my sister about
school cutbacks, while sign-
ing off on tens of thousands
of dollars for stuff in Iraq. At
one point we were tasked to
give out micro-grants,
$5,000 in actual cash hand-
ed to an Iraqi to ‘open a busi-
ness,’ no strings attached. If
he took the money and in
front of us spent it on dope
and pinball, it was no matter.
We wondered among our-
selves whether we shouldn’t
be running a Provincial Re-
construction Team in Detroit
or New Orleans instead of
Baghdad.”

In more than 250 pages of
text, Van Buren can think of
almost no expenditure that
made sense or helped with
the long-term goal of stabiliz-
ing Iraq and moving it to-
ward American-style democ-
racy. Read it and weep, or
laugh — or probably both.

Steve Weinberg is a free-
lance investigative reporter
and author of eight non-
fiction books. Contact him
via www.steveweinberg
writer.com.

CURRENT EVENTS

Behind Iraq reconstruction chaos
By STEVE WEINBERG

Special Contributor

We Meant Well
How I Helped Lose the Battle

for the Hearts and Minds 
of the Iraqi People
Peter Van Buren

(Metropolitan Books, $25)

VAN BUREN

In1417, after it had lain
dormant for almost a thou-
sand years, what might have
been the last surviving copy of
On the Nature of Things (de
rerum natura) was found in a
German monastery. Its au-
thor, the Roman writer Titus
Lucretius Carus, (99-55 B.C.)
was a disciple of the Greek
philosopher Epicurus, and his
complex, often sensual work
sought to explain the world,
human destiny and the good
life without reference to gods,
sin or divine rewards and
punishments.

On the Nature of Things
helped to fuel the Renais-
sance; it influenced centuries
of thinkers and did much to
create what we think of as the
modern world. And who bet-
ter to tell this story than Ste-
phen Greenblatt, professor of
humanities at Harvard, whose
Will in the World: How Shake-
speare Became Shakespeare
was a marvel of lightly worn
scholarship and historical
reconstruction?

Greenblatt begins this
odyssey with a learned man
named Poggio Bracciolini, a

gifted student of Latin who
rose to serve as apostolic sec-
retary to Pope John XXIII.
But as The Swerve opens, the
pope is in prison, stripped of
his post for bringing scandal
upon the church. Poggio finds
himself no longer a trusted
insider with his own privileges
and power. And so, with time
on his hands, he falls back on a
frequent pastime. He decides
to go book hunting.

In his quest for ancient
knowledge, this “midwife to
modernity” follows in the
footsteps of his countryman
Petrarch, who decades earlier
had gained fame by rescuing
Livy’s History of Rome and
other treasures from oblivion
in a French monastery.

As Poggio trudges through
southern Germany, Green-
blatt paints him as a humanist
and bibliophile seeking “the
Rome of the Forum and the
Senate House and a Latin
language whose crystalline
beauty filled him with wonder
and the longing for a lost
world.”

In a German monastery,
Poggio finds Lucretius’ poem,
which he probably knew of
from references in other re-
covered manuscripts. Green-

blatt notes the irony of such a
work being preserved in a
monastery; nothing could
have been more antithetical to
the orthodox religious mind
than On the Nature of Things.
According to Greenblatt,
Poggio was “releasing a book
that would help in time to
dismantle his entire world.”

Lucretius’ purpose is to free
humanity of any concern with
the supernatural and to ban-
ish fear of death. Expounding
on Epicurus’ system, Lucre-
tius says the universe has no
creator. He believed, centuries
before science proved it, that
all things are made up of at-
oms and their interactions,
and that nature constantly
experiments with new forms.
He declared that most reli-
gious practices do more harm
than good, that there is no
punishment or reward after
death, that the best way to
spend our days is through
cultivating pleasure (by which
Epicurus did not mean riotous

excess) and avoiding pain.
Tracing Lucretius’ influ-

ence through the centuries,
Greenblatt presents a gallery
of thinkers influenced by On
the Nature of Things, includ-
ing Galileo, Machiavelli,
Shakespeare, Thomas More,
Voltaire, Moliere, Einstein
and many others. Thomas
Jefferson had at least five
copies (in Latin) of Lucretius’
work at Monticello. The revo-
lutionary idea of a right to “the
pursuit of happiness” can be
traced directly to Lucretius’
influence.

“Something happened in
the Renaissance,” writes
Greenblatt, “something that
surged up against the con-
straints that centuries had
constructed around curiosity,
desire, individuality, sustained
attention to the material
world, the claims of the body.”
Thanks to Epicurus and Lu-
cretius and Poggio, On the
Nature of Things became one
of the greatest forces behind
that epochal surge.

Chris Tucker (www.ctuck-
er.wordpress.com) is a Dallas
literary consultant and com-
mentator for KERA-FM (90.1).

books@dallasnews.com
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Ancient text changed Western world’s thinking
By CHRIS TUCKER

Special contributor
TheSwerve

How the World Became Modern
Stephen Greenblatt
(Norton, $26.95)

National best-sellers are from The New
York Times and reflect combined print
and e-book sales. Parentheses in-
dicate book’s position last week. A (*)
denotes the book’s first appearance
on the list.

BEST-SELLERS

FICTION

1. (1) The Help, by Kathryn Stockett
2. (*) New York to Dallas, by J.D. Robb
3. (3) The Mill River Recluse, by Darcie Chan
4. (2) Kill Me If You Can, by James Patterson and
Marshall Karp
5. (*) The Night Circus, by Erin Morgenstern
6. (13) The Black Ice, by Michael Connelly
7. (7) The Abbey, by Chris Culver
8. (4) Blind Faith, by CJ Lyons
9. (6) 1105 Yakima Street, by Debbie Macomber
10. (*) A Thousand Tomorrows, by Karen Kingsbury

NONFICTION

1. (*) Jacqueline Kennedy: Historic Conversations on
Life with John F. Kennedy
2. (1) Heaven Is for Real, by Todd Burpo with Lynn
Vincent
3. (*) Thunder Dog, by Michael Hingson with Susy
Flory
4. (5) Unbroken, by Laura Hillenbrand
5. (3) That Used to Be Us, by Thomas L. Friedman
and Michael Mandelbaum
6. (6) A Stolen Life, by Jaycee Dugard
7. (2) In My Time, by Dick Cheney with Liz Cheney
8. (7) In the Garden of Beasts, by Erik Larson
9. (8) The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Re-
becca Skloot
10. (*) The Black Banners, by Ali H. Soufan with
Daniel Freedman

AUTHOR TOURS

George Arnold will sign
Chick Magnates, Ayatol-
lean Televangelist & a Pig
Farmer’s Beef at 10 a.m.
Sunday at Barnes &
Noble, Firewheel Center,
190 Cedar Sage Drive,
Garland. 

Carl Moeller will discuss
The Privilege of Persecu-
tion 7 p.m. Monday at
Grace Bible Church,
11306 Inwood Road,
Dallas. 

Hal Holbrook will discuss
Harold: The Boy Who
Became Mark Twain at 7
p.m. Tuesday at Highland
Park United Methodist
Church, 3300 Mocking-
bird Lane, Dallas. 

Pulitzer Prize-winner
Sheryl WuDunn will
speak to the Family
Place at the Texas Trail-
blazer Awards luncheon
at noon Thursday at the
Hilton Anatole, 2201 N.
Stemmons, Dallas. Tick-
ets, $125, can be pur-
chased at texastrail
blazer.org. 

Robert Kaplan, author of
Monsoon: The Indian
Ocean and the Future of
American Power, will
speak at 11:30 a.m. Thurs-
day at the Tower Club
Dallas, 1601 Elm St., Suite

4800, sponsored by the
World Affairs Council.
Tickets $60 with dis-
counts for members,
available at
www.dfwworld.org or
214-965-8412. 

Author Bruce Coville
and picture-book cre-
ator Tammi Sauer will
speak at the Society of
Children’s Book Writers
and Illustrators, North
Central/Northeast Texas
chapter’s annual confer-
ence, an event that also
will feature Simon &
Schuster art director
Laurent Linn and editors
from Blue Sky Press,
Delacorte Press and
Scholastic Press as well
as agents from Adams,
Andrea Brown and
Waxman. Friday and
Saturday; Fielder Road
Baptist Church, 2011 S.
Fielder Road, Arlington.
SCBWI members $180,
nonmembers $200.
Register at
www.scbwi.org. 

Bruce Bueno de Mesqui-
ta will discuss The Dicta-
tor’s Handbook: Why Bad
Behavior Is Almost Al-
ways Good Politics at
9:30 a.m. Saturday at
the Warwick Melrose,

3015 Oak Lawn Ave.,
Dallas, sponsored by
the World Affairs Coun-
cil. Tickets $20, avail-
able at www.dfwworld
.org or 214-965-8412. 

Shayla Black will sign
Belong to Me at 2 p.m.
Saturday at Barnes &
Noble, 2325 S. Stem-
mons Freeway, Lew-
isville. 

The sixth-annual Buns &
Roses Romance Tea for
Literacy features Jodi
Thomas as speaker and
Candace Havens as
celebrity emcee. Tables
will be hosted by ro-
mance authors in-
cluding Thomas, Lor-
raine Heath, Sandy Blair
and Lori Wilde. In-
dividual tickets are $35,
table for nine (plus an
author) is $360. 3 to 6
p.m. Oct. 9. Go to
www.bunsandroses.org
to purchase tickets and
for a complete list of
Buns & Roses partici-
pating authors. 

Compiled by Tyra Damm.
To be included in author
tours, email information
at least two weeks in
advance to mmerschel
@dallasnews.com. 
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