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Request

to transfer
Deedy case
is denied

Other issues are delaying
the murder trial for the
State Department agent

By Ken Kobayashi
kkobayashi@staradvertiser.com

A federal judge denied a bid
Tuesday by State Department
agent Christopher Deedy to seek a
transfer of his murder case to fed-
eral court. :

- U.S. District Judge Leslie Kobaya-
shi’s ruling clears the way for the
resumption of the murder prosecu-
tion in state courts, but because of
pretrial issues, the trial set for Sep-
tember will be postponed.

No new trial date has been set.

Deedy, 28, of Virginia, a State De-
partment special agent here to pro-
vide security for the Asian Pacific
Economic Conference summit last
fall, is charged with murder in the
shooting of Kollin Elderts, 23, in the
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A person looked up at the damage caused by an early morning fire Tuesday at the

Monte Vista building in Waikiki.

“The door was so hot that it was hard to open.
My whole living room was on fire.”

Hoku Dusenberry-Lee
Waikiki resident, at left. He escaped the blaze wearing only shorts.
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will not change after teen’s death

Vacaville, Calif., resident Kristen Fonseca. The business that has a commercial permit to op-
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rider of the second personal watercraft was
seriously injured.

Fonseca’s mother said the girl's watercraft
was rammed from behind. The accident oc-
curred between 1:30 and 1:45 p.m., said state
Department of L.and and Natural Resources
spokeswoman Deborah Ward.

Fonseca died Monday at the Queen’s Med-
ical Center. The Honolulu Medical Examiner’s
Office on Tuesday said Fonseca died of head
injuries suffered in the accident.

THE operator of the second watercraft was
a 20-year-old man who was taken to a hospi-
tal in serious condition after the collision.

State enforcement officer Randy Awo said
an investigation is taking place, and declined
to release further details until it is completed,
including whether there was any violation of
state laws.

“It’s still very early,” he said. “We really
can't tell right now.”

Both Fonseca and the 20-year-old rented
their watercraft from Aloha Jet Ski tours, a
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erate in a designated riding area off the east-
ern end of the reef runway.

Aloha Jet Ski's designated area encom-
passes a 200-foot radius.

Underwood said there have been no fatali-
ties or major accidents involving the com-
pany.

The business has been in operation since
2000 and transferred its ownership last year,
he said.

There were two accidents involving opera-
tors being separately washed ashore by
waves which resulted in no serious injuries,
officials said.

Underwood said commercial personal wa-
tercraft businesses provide life jackets and
safety instruction, and explain the area where
the drivers can operate.

Underwood said while state officials regu-
late where commercial operations occur and
the number of personal watercraft in opera-
tion is limited to six, there is no state rule
limiting speed within the designated riding
area.

transfer of his murder case to ied-
eral court.

U.S. District Judge Leslie Kobaya-
shi's ruling clears the way for the
resumption of the murder prosecu-
tion in state courts, but because of
pretrial issues, the trial set for Sep-
tember will be postponed.

No new trial date has been set.

Deedy, 28, of Virginia, a State De-
partment special agent here to pro-
vide security for the Asian Pacific
Economic Conference summit last
fall, is charged with murder in the
shooting of Kollin Elderts, 23, in the
early morning of Nov. 5 at the Mc-
Donald's restaurant on Kuhio Av-
enue.

Deedy missed the federal dead-
line of 30 days after his arraign-
ment to ask for the transfer.

But his lawyer Brook Hart argued
that because of later develop-
ments, he had good reason to ask
for permission to file the transfer
request after the deadline.

City Deputy Prosecutor Janice
Futa opposed granting permission.
Kobayashi said that after care-
fully reviewing the defense request

and opposition, she was denying
the defense motion for permission
to file the transfer request.

She said she will later file a writ-
ten order.

AFTER Kobayashi issued her rul-
ing, Circuit Judge Karen Ahn sched-
uled a hearing for Oct. 22 to deal
with a defense motion to dismiss
the murder charge.

Deedy'’s defense contends that
he is immune from prosecution by
the state because he was acting as
a federal law enforcement officer.

Ahn wants legal arguments from
the defense and prosecution on
when that dismissal motion should
be heard and whether a judge or
jury should hear it.

The scheduling of the hearing for
Oct. 22 suggests that the trial won't
be held until sometime after that
date.

At the request of city prosecu-
tors, Ahn sealed a copy of McDon-
ald’s surveillance videos of events
at the restaurant.

The defense had attached copies
of the videos to the dismissal mo-
tion.

The judge suggested that the
videos might be made public either
at trial or when the dismissal re-
quest is decided.

The videos remain sealed.

Deedy is accused of firing the fa-
tal shot to Elderts’ chest without
justification, but the defense has
maintained that Deedy fired his
weapon to protect himself from El-
derts, who had tried to take away
Deedy’s gun and was punching the
agent.




